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REGIONAL FOOD CLUSTERS IN POLAND AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC
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Abstract

Clusters, which are business solutions that support economic and regional development, are attracting growing
interest in the European Union and the world, including in Japan. This study analyzes regional food clusters, and
it evaluates the potential of regional clusters in two EU countries: Poland and the Czech Republic. The study
relied on secondary data published by the European Clusters Observatory in 2008.

Based on the obtained results, the potential of food clusters was evaluated as average in Poland and low in the
Czech Republic. A high world export share index in both investigated countries was regarded as a positive
indicator as it supports the growth of the regions where the analyzed clusters are situated. The innovativeness of
the studied regions remains at a low level which is probably due to the fact that clusters are a relatively new
phenomenon in the analyzed countries. It is important to pay attention to bio-food clusters in handicapped and
less favoured areas; their relation to conditions, opportunities and a possibility to substitute food clusters in
regions.
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Abstrakt

Klastry jako podpora podnikatelskych aktivit a regionalniho rozvoje patii ve vyspélych zemich mezi vysoce
aktualni problematiku. Tento piispévek pak analyzuje potravinaiské klastry v CR a Polsku na bazi dat European
Clusters Observatory 2008. Potencial regionalnich klastri byl hodnocen jako primémy v Polsku a nizky v CR.
Je konstatovan vysoky podil vyvozu jako podpora rozvoje regionu, ale zarovei i sledovani inovaci zdstavajici na
nizké urovni z divodu téchto klastrti jako relativn€ nového fenoménu. Zvlastni pozornost by méla platit bio-
potravinovym klastrim zejména ve znevyhodnénych oblastech, vzhledem k pfilezitostem a moznému
potenciondlnimu piinosu v regionu, moznostem substituce, doplitku potravinovych klastrti.
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